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Hroclamation

WHEREAS, on January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, ending chattel slavery in the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, in opposition to the order, slavery persisted in southern states for an
additional two years until June 19, 1865, when federal troops entered the state of Texas and
helped free the last 250,000 slaves being held in bondage; and

WHEREAS, also known as Freedom Day or Emancipation Day, the term 'Juneteenth'
was coined as freedom brought a new reality for Black people in America, as former slaves
sought to locate family members lost through forceful separations and live as free persons for the
very first time; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth celebrates Black pride and recognizes the deep and profound
impact Black people have had in shaping America; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is a beaconl for the global quest for equality, equity, opportunity,
and freedom; and

WHEREAS, in Washington state, Juneteenth, formerly recognized as a Day of
Remembrance, became a legal state holiday in 2021, and that same year, the U.S. Congress
passed the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, establishing June 19th as the 12" U.S.
public legal holiday;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bob Ferguson, governor of the state of Washington, do hereby
proclaim June 19, 2025, as

Juneteenth

in Washington, and I urge all people in our state to become aware of the significance this
celebration has in the heritage of our nation and state.

Signed this 4 day of June, 2025

Govemor Bob Ferguson S
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