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The State of Washington
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Hroclamation

WHEREAS, in the United States, chattel slavery lasted 246 years, from 1619 to 1865,
throughout which an estimated 7 million Africans were transferred to America against their will
and forced into a system of bondage and oppression; and

WHERFEAS, knowledge of Black History is beneficial for current and future generations;

and

WHEREAS, in 1926, Black author, editor and historian, Dr. Carter G. Woodson began
Black History Month as a week-long program to encourage the study of African American
history and the African diaspora, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Woodson is considered 'the father of Black History' and worked to
preserve the often overlooked or suppressed history and contributions of African Americans,
their indelible value and relevance to the progress of mankind; and

WHEREAS, 2026 marks the 100th anniversary of Black History Month; and
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WHEREAS, first proposed as a month-long commemoration in February 1969, U.S.
President Gerald Ford recognized Black History Month in 1976, urging that all Americans "seize
the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every
area of endeavor throughout our history;" and
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WHEREAS, Black History Month is an annual observance affirming the continued
perseverance, community, pride, confidence, and enterprise of Black people;
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NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Bob Ferguson, governor of the state of Washington, do hereby
proclaim February 2026 as

Black History Month

in Washington, and I urge all people in our state to join me in this special observance.

Signed this 28" day of January, 2026

Governor Bob Ferguson 6
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